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Saying what 
you mean
Standards and Semantics 

on the Web



Interface Development Team



Content
+

Wrapping



3 types of 
Information



Presentational
Information



Behavioural
Information



Structural
Information





HTML 101



<p class=”greeting”>Hello World!</p>



Paragraphs p

Headings h1, h2, h3..

Lists ul, ol, dl

Tables table

Images img

Generic div, span



“...the street finds its 
own uses for things”

– William Gibson



Table-based Layout







• Structural

• Presentational

• Behavioural







W3C Standards
to the rescue!



To Hell With 
Bad Browsers

Jeffrey Zeldman

A List Apart, Issue 99
16th February 2001



Web 
Standards



Write Valid
 Markup

1



Separate 
Information

2











Write Semantic 
Markup

3





“Am I describing what 
this content is or what 

this content looks like?”



Good Evil

.padding20Top

#leftCol

.braSizeCup

#mainContent

.schoolsGuide

.borderBox

.newsItem

#header

#footer

.blueButton



Meanwhile,
In the real world...





“Jamie, those wings are not 
standards compliant!”



“Jamie, that’s a crap plane!”



“If your product is not suitable for 
the breadth of likely or inevitable 

contexts and environments in 
which it is to be used, it is a 

poor quality product.”

– Andy Rutledge



Thank you for 
your attention

Questions?


